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A division of   



 
BacLinks Geelong 
 
Members 

5 Premier Members 
2 Funding Partners 
27 Business Partners 
21 Community Partners 
 
Projects/Events 

39 Completed projects/events  
8 Projects/events still underway 
65 Contributing businesses to projects/events 
45 Agencies who received support 
 
Support 

409 Collective employee volunteers 
3342 Collective employee volunteer hours 
 
 
 Total volunteer contribution  $134,840.00 
 Total donation contribution $100,406.80 
 Total Contribution 2009-10 $235,246.80 
 
 
 
 
 
BacLinks Portland 
 
Members 

1 Premier Member 
1 Funding Partner 
3 Business Partners 
6 Community Partners 
 
Projects/Events 

18 Projects/events completed 
6 Contributing businesses to projects/events 
24 Agencies who received support 
 
Support 

100 Collective employee volunteers 
510 Collective employee volunteer hours 
 
 
 Total volunteer contribution  $25,562.00 
 Total donation contribution $26,717.00 
 Total Contribution 2009-10 $54,729.00 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



COMPLETED PROJECTS 2009-10 Geelong 
 
 

Ongoing: July 09-10  

Hand Brake Turn 3WAY Mentoring Call 
 

BacLinks put out a number of calls for support to its broad 
business network, ENews and website to promote this 
worthwhile program, which aims to provide real life 
partnerships between adults and at-risk young persons. 

 

730 Breakfast Club Donation 
 

The Mercure Hotel Geelong has provided BacLinks with the 
use of a function room to hold the 730 Breakfast Club Series 
and discounted all the breakfasts. Guest speakers, drawn 
from business and community, also donate their time to 
deliver relevant, topical discourses on subjects of interest to 
members. 

 

Face 2 Face Call for Support 
 

Hearing about other people’s careers can assist young people 
to identify and forge a career path for themselves, leading to 
personal fulfillment and economic independence. The Face 2 
Face Program is an initiative between the Australian 
Government, Connect to the Future Initiative and GRVEC.  
The Program relies on supporters drawn from all walks of life 
and a diverse range of occupations to donate an hour of their 
time, once or twice a year, to talk to young people about 
issues such as what their industry is about, types of jobs 
available and pathways. BacLinks has put out calls for 
‘Supporters’ across their network and promoted the program 
in ‘BacLinks Backyard’ and the BacLinks website.  
 

 

 

L2P Mentoring Program 
 

The City of Greater Geelong’s L2P Program is a community 
based volunteer program designed to provide young learner 
drivers who face significant barriers opportunity to access 
driving practice under the supervision of a fully licensed 
volunteer driver. These mentors help them to build up the 120 
hours of driving experience necessary for obtaining their P©s 
and develop and maintain a supportive relationship.  

 

St John of God Pathology Community Meals Assistance 
 

The Christchurch Community Meals Program provides free 
breakfast 24/7 throughout the year for people who come from 
a  range of backgrounds - street kids, the homeless, school 
children, people who need company as much as food, the 
unemployed, stranded travellers and families. For some, these 
meals may be their only meal for the day.  
 

St John of God Pathology has made a commitment to 
provide 2 volunteers every Wednesday to assist in the 
preparation and service of meals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Harrison Place Display Board 
 

Harrison Place has donated ongoing space for a display 
board to be placed inside the foyer of the newly developed 
building. The display illustrates the scope of BacLinks 
facilitated projects and features photos taken during projects.  
 

Adcell Media generously donated the printed board and 
Kardinia Picture Framing prepared it for display. 

 

July 09  

‘Y’ Engineering logo design 
 

GRVEC required a logo design for a new conceptual program 
designed to introduce young men and women to the notion of 
pursuing careers in engineering. BacLinks organised for the 
design to be developed and made ready at a reduced price. 

 

Ongoing: August 09-10  

GMHBA Community Benefit Program 
 

Local Health Insurer GMHBA has generously made it possible 
for BacLinks to be a recipient of its Community Benefit 
Program where 3.5% of new membership fees are donated 
into the program for the life of the membership.  
 

 

August 09  

Dare to Succeed 
 

The second ‘Dare to Succeed’ event was held at Quiksilver, 
Baines Crescent, Torquay. It saw BacLinks bring together a 
number of businesses to provide a unique opportunity for 18 
long-term unemployed women to be treated to a makeover 
designed to assist in building the women’s self esteem and 
improve their chances of success on entering the competitive 
local job market.  
 

The project was sponsored by the Quiksilver Foundation. 
Staff from Quiksilver Torquay donated their time to provide 
styling advice and personal mentoring to the girls and talk 
through job opportunities and possibilities.   
 

MatchWorks employees provided advice on job and interview 
preparation and presentation, while Gordon TAFE Hair & 
Beauty Students provided hair and make-up styling and 
advice. Inspirational and motivational advice was provided by 
Tina of Radiance. 
Continued over page 

 

 



 

To help raise their confidence and assist with all important 
work presentation, the girls were treated to hair and 
beauty makeovers and given the opportunity to select work 
clothes from a range of appropriate business wear items 
donated from the Quiksilver staff’s own wardrobes. 
 

The girls were also treated to show bags consisting of a 
generous range of Roxy merchandise, as well as cosmetics 
donated by Target Australia. 
 

Alan Barber of Barefoot Media donated his professional time 
and skills to record before and after photographs of each girl 
to document their transition and provide a memento of their 
experience. 

 

 

Principal For A Day  
 

GRVEC asked BacLinks to put out a call across their 
extensive network for senior managers to attend local 
government schools and experience them from the inside. 
The program was aimed at strengthening relationships based 
on shared knowledge and mutual respect between 
government schools, business and the wider community. 
 

It was expected outcomes would include improved physical, 
technical, financial and human resources, professional 
learning exchanges, curriculum development, careers advice, 
industry and work experience visits and two-way mentoring. 

 

Ford- Barwon River Revegetation 
 

The Ford Motor Company recently showed their support for 
our community by providing teams of employee volunteers to 
undertake revegetation works alongside the Barwon River in 
key riparian areas near the Breakwater Bridge. 
 

Plantings such as this one undertaken by 12 volunteers from 
Ford Geelong plant are vital to the survival of the diverse 
range of native flora and fauna in these areas by providing an 
essential source of food and shelter, and also by reducing 
erosion of the river bank.  
 

For the volunteers, the day was hard work but very enjoyable 
and rewarding, as they prepared the areas and planted over 
500 plants, trees and shrubs especially propagated in the 
Barwon Water Nurseries for their suitability to the area.  

 

 

October 09  

Rotary Club of Highton – Karingal Mental Health BBQ 
 

Four members of the Rotary Club of Highton cooked up a 
wonderful BBQ meal for service providers on behalf of 
Karingal Mental Health during Mental Health Week. The 
event, held at the Deakin Waterfront Campus, was initiated as 
a ‘Meet and Greet’ session for staff engaged in clinical mental 
health services. 

 

 

 

 



WHK Computer Screens Donation 
 

16 used computer monitors were donated. BacLinks 
organised collection and delivery to PC’s For Kids who will 
make very good use of them. 

 

November 09  

2009 Summer Workplace Big Day Out 
 

Despite unusually hot conditions over 250 people turned out 
to participate at the 2009 Summer WBDO at Adventure Park, 
Wallington.  
 

The Alcoa Foundation, the major event sponsor, was well 
represented with 19 employees from Alcoa and AARP Point 
Henry participating as volunteers.  
 

MatchWorks and G-Force also sponsored the event and had 
employee volunteer participants. 
 

136 program members from Karingal, St Laurence Geelong 
and Colac, and Encompass enjoyed the day’s activities, which 
included martial arts, soccer, cricket, bocce, volleyball, picnic 
games, moon bikes, mini golf, boating, archery and jumping 
castle.  
 

Event supporters included Adventure Park, Black Dog 
Promotions, Tasman Meats, Karingal Volunteers, 
WorkLinks and KABLE, Village Cinema, the Rotary Club of 
Highton, NQR Newcomb, United Way and McDonald Waurn 
Ponds. 
 

Activities were provided by Football Federation Victoria, 
Kyokushin Karate Association, Special Olympics (Barwon 
Region), Collendina Cricket Club and the Italian Social Club. 
 

 

 

 
WBDO Photos courtesy of Barefoot 
Media 

 

MatchWorks Adopt A Family  

The Geelong Advertiser’s ‘Adopt A Family’ Program ensured 
benefitting families had a meal and gifts to unwrap on 
Christmas Day. MatchWorks generously took on the 
challenge and asked BacLinks to facilitate donated goods to 
go towards their contribution. Village Cinema donated movie 
passes and flashing glasses and Target donated cosmetic 
bags, a bath set, men’s and ladies’ skin care packs. 

 

 

 

 



Salvation Army Walking Home Project 

The Walking Home event was a 5-day event involving 20 
participants walking from Warrnambool to Geelong to highlight 
the issues of homelessness in the region. 

A number of businesses and organisations contributed to the 
success of this event. 

Two Karingal staff took on the walk. Powercor generously 
supplied a troop carrier and trailer, as well as a driver to carry 
walker’s kit such as tents and personal items. Shell and 
MatchWorks both supplied lanyards to carry ID cards and the 
Rotary Club of Highton provided volunteers to run the end-
of-the-event celebratory BBQ, as well as other donations.  

 

December 09  

Kids Plus Company Secretary Vacancy 
 

BacLinks put out a call across their networks for interested 
persons to contact the Kids Plus Foundation. 

 

GMHBA Food Relief Centre Support 
 

The Geelong Food Relief Centre relies heavily on volunteer 
support to run the ‘mini mart’ stores in North and South 
Geelong, as well as food donations to supplement their 
purchased stock.   
 

The recent support provided by six GMHBA’s employee 
volunteers had direct impact on the Centre’s ability to service 
families suffering disadvantage. 
 

The employee volunteers helped out by stocking shelves, 
pricing goods and serving, along with general tidying and 
cleaning duties. GMHBA also took up a food collection 
amongst staff members beforehand that was delivered to the 
store on the day. 

 

 

Outdoor Table Donation 

McManus Real Estate donated a 7-piece wicker outdoor 
setting for community use. The Salvation Army Northside 
passed the setting on to someone to help them set up their 
home. 

 

Alcoa - Salvation Army Northside Lunch Assistance 
 

An offer of assistance from Alcoa volunteers to relieve 
volunteers who regularly provide meals for up to 40 local 
community members recently turned into much, much more. 
Apart from assisting to prepare and serve the lunch the 8 
employee volunteers also helped out with numerous other 
chores around the Centre such as cleaning up the storeroom, 
setting up the dining room, computer housekeeping and 
joining diners for some social support.   



Corio Village Christmas Decorations Donation 

The Corio Village Shopping Centre donated 7 commercial 
grade Christmas trees and a large number of decorations. 
Uniting Care Geelong, Salvation Army Northside, various 
Karingal sites, Christchurch Meals Program, Rainbow 
Riders and Cloverdale Baptist Church were recipients of 
this wonderful donation. 

  

January 2010  

Corio Bay Senior College YPAP Camp Support 

The YPAP Program supports young and expecting parents in 
continuing their education at the Corio Bay Senior College.  

Each year a camp is undertaken to provide an opportunity for 
the young students to get to know each other before the 
school year starts.  

Telstra Country Wide, Ford and Wightons Lawyers each 
donated items such as back packs and stationery for use at 
camps. 

 

March 2010  

CSIRO AAHL-St Augustines Beach Day 
 

A group of CSIRO – Australian Animal Health Laboratory 
employee volunteers provided friendship and social support to 
students from St Augustine’s Education and Training 
programs during a day of healthy beach activities and games 
at Ocean Grove Beach.  
 

The students are unable to maintain their education in 
mainstream schools. St Augustine’s provides alternative 
models tailored to meet their special needs, working towards 
improving their chances of returning to mainstream education 
and ultimately leading to better employment prospects.  
 

 

 

Barwon disAbility Resource Council Support Request 

BacLinks distributed a request across its members and broad 
business network for a pro bono surveyor to assist the 
Barwon disAbility Resource Council’s architect with the 
final costing of the redevelopment of the organisation’s 
premises.  

 

 

 

 

The Dress Up Place Storage Expansion 

A bare wall at The Dress Up Place was successfully turned 
into a large storage and display area with the help of the 
Rotary Club of Highton who purchased then donated a large 
amount of brackets, shelving etc and provided the manpower 
to put it all together. Bunnings Waurn Ponds also donated a 
$50 goods voucher towards the purchasing of the materials. 

 



Headspace Outdoor Building Project 

The GP Association of Geelong required assistance to 
improve the area between their ‘Clockwork’ Post Office site 
and the Telegraph Office site. Twelve GTEC students 
undertook the building of a practical deck between the two 
buildings. Construction took two weeks and formed part of 
their trade certificate. 

 

April 2010  

Kids Plus Hot Cross Bun Week 

The Kids Plus Foundation helps babies and children with 
cerebral palsy reach their potential. To raise funds they sold 
hot cross buns to businesses in time for Easter at $10.00 per 
dozen so that the businesses could collect a donation of $2.00 
per bun. 

BacLinks sent out calls for support across our network, as well 
as featuring the drive at the 730 Breakfast.   

Karingal ‘Run With the Law’ 

BacLinks put out a call for business and community 
employees to assist the Barwon Special Olympics team 
compete in the IX National Special Olympic Games. 

Involvement included running with the Karingal Kroozers 
team in the Geelong leg of the Torch Relay, volunteering 
assistance on the day and donations to the athletes.  

2010 Girls’ Big Day Out 

BacLinks in collaboration with GRVEC, The Gordon and the 
LLEN held the fourth Girls’ Big Day Out at The Gordon East 
Geelong Campus.  

The event is designed to address skill shortages in the region 
by introducing girls to the possibilities of trade as a career 
option. 

This year 103 Year-9 girls representing 13 schools 
participated in a range of trade and manufacturing based 
activities alongside women who currently work in non-
traditional roles. 

Activities included hands-on experience in cabinet making and 
joinery; cooking; horticulture; motor mechanics; engineering; 
electrical; eco footprint/resource recovery and painting. 
 

Major event sponsors were the Alcoa Foundation, Geelong 
Manufacturing Council, G-Force Apprentice Centre and 
GTEC and in-kind support was provided by Austeng, 
Barefoot Media, Maybelline and Village Cinemas.  
 

Mentors were drawn from Alcoa, G-Force and GTEC.  
 

 

 

 



Grovedale Community Centre Boardroom Chair Donation 

The Grovedale Community Centre offered a set of 12 
Boardroom Chairs to an interested party. These were taken 
up for use by Courthouse Youth Arts.  

 

Alcoa-Leopold Wildlife Shelter 

Ten Alcoa employee volunteers came to the rescue of the 
Leopold Wildlife Shelter by utilising their extensive range of 
skills to build a new bird aviary, paint the Animal Hospital and 
tile the washing area. 
 

The Leopold Wildlife Shelter is run entirely by trained 
volunteers who are on call 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. The shelter rescues around 1500 orphaned or injured 
animals annually and rehabilitates them before releasing them 
back into the wild. This leaves them little time and limited 
resources to improve or update the shelter’s facilities. 

 

 

Powercor Office Items Donation 

Powercor offered up two no-longer-needed 4-drawer filing 
cabinets for community use. Rainbow Riders was the 
beneficiary of their generous contribution.  

 

May 2010  

2010 Winter Workplace Big Day Out 

Over 130 program members from Karingal, St Laurence 
Community Services and Encompass Community Services 
Inc attended the event to enjoy for some fun, laughter and 
physical activity along with employee volunteers from 11 local 
businesses. 
 

Powercor generously presented the event and local agency 
MatchWorks also offered support by providing additional 
sponsorship. 
 

This unique event, which is supported by various businesses, 
sporting associations and community agencies, provides an 
opportunity for people who would otherwise not cross paths to 
have a great time together in a safe supported environment.  
 

Sports and Recreation students from The Gordon 
enthusiastically provided a range of activities along with 
representatives of various sporting associations. Students 
from Oberon High School provided the Getting-to-know-you 
activity under the auspice of KABLE, Karingal’s Adventure 
Based Program.  
 

BacLinks appreciated the support of a number of businesses 
including The Rotary Club of Highton, Tasman Meats, 
Costa Produce, Black Dog Promotions, Village Cinemas 
Geelong and the City of Greater Geelong for providing the 
venue. Their contributions helped ensure the day went 
successfully.  
 

 

 

 

 



Wightons Lawyers Answering Machine Donation 

BacLinks put out a call on behalf of the Surf Coast & Inland 
Plains Landcare Network for a much needed answering 
machine. Wightons Lawyers generously donated one to 
meet this request. 
 

 

 

Harwood Andrews Furniture Donation 

Office furniture, including sofas, chairs, drawers, cabinets, 
shelving and tables, that were being held in storage were 
donated for the use of interested community organisations. 

Kids Plus Foundation, Leopold Wildlife, the Marshall 
Cricket Club and St Augustine’s were all able to receive 
items from this generous contribution. 
 

 

Alcoa – Geelong Food Relief Centre Support 

The Geelong Food Relief Centre relies heavily on volunteer 
support to run its two mini marts, each of which daily provide 
affordable, quality food to struggling homeless, unemployed, 
aged and disabled people and families. 

Alcoa Point Henry smelter provided 8 employee volunteers to 
help out at the North Geelong mart, serving customers, pricing 
goods, stocking shelves and spring cleaning.  
 

 

June 2010  

Karingal PC Monitor Donation 

After a cleanup, 2 monitors and 50 mouse mats were handed 
on to PC For Kids who recycle the parts into workable 
computers for the use of disadvantaged children and families. 

 

 

 


