April-November 08:

Mt Duneed Regional Primary School Building Repairs

Students from the ATC volunteered their time to carry out
some essential repairs to a school building, as well as some
general repair work at the school site. They also erected a
chicken shed that is now home to a number of hens that are
tended by the students.

Ongoing July 08-09:

Hand Brake Turn 3WAY Mentoring Call

BacLinks put out a number of calls for support for this
worthwhile program that aims to provide real life partnerships
between committed adults and at-risk young persons.

730 Breakfast Club Donation

The Mercure Hotel Geelong has provided BacLinks with the
use of a function room to hold the 730 Breakfast Club Series,
donated the sumptuous inaugural breakfast and discounted all
other breakfasts. Guest speakers, drawn from business and
community, also donate their time to deliver relevant, topical
discourses on subjects of interest to members.

Leukaemia Foundation Meeting Room

The Leukaemia Foundation was in need of an ongoing,
affordable meeting room that was central and offered good
parking and amenities. The Mercure Hotel Geelong made
available the use of a function room and catering, both at a
reduced rate, for the Foundation's ongoing use when needed.

July 08:

Uniting Care Concern Op Shop Fit Out

The Rotary Club of Highton had a prearranged commitment
to refresh and fit out the Uniting Care Concern Corio Op
Shop but was short of display tables and chairs. BacLinks
connected them with Pow ercor Australia who were
refurbishing and had a number of tables and chairs
earmarked for disposal.

Uniting Care Concern Garden Makeover

6 Rotary Club of Highton volunteers carried out essential
maintenance work at the Uniting Care Concern Geelong
headquarters. This involved planting, tidying and weeding
around the building and the car park.




Business and Professional Women Geelong Clothing
Donation Drive

Three young women from disadvantaged backgrounds were
in need of appropriate clothing to wear at a special BPW
Presentation Night. BacLinks put out a call for donations
across their networks. Good quality clothing items came in
from a number of businesses including MatchWorks, the
Independent, TAC, GMHBA and Quiksilver, as well as
private donations.

2008 Winter Workplace Big Day Out

BacLinks Workplace Big Day Out event is designed to
introduce businesses to the concept of employee volunteering
while offering a fun, challenging day to participating volunteers
and people with disabilities.

The 2008 Winter event was held at the Leisuretime Centre,
Bell Post Hill, which was donated by the City of Greater \USTRALIA
Geelong. The event was sponsored by Powercor Australia
(major sponsor); MatchWorks and Kommercial.

A large number of businesses, community agencies, sporting
and recreational groups, and independent volunteers offered
their time and skills to assist on the day. These included
around 90 employee volunteers representing 14 local
businesses; 90 program members from Karingal, St Laurence
and Encompass; 5 Karingal volunteers; 21 Gordon Institute of
TAFE Sport and Recreation staff and students; 5 activity
providers from local sporting groups and businesses;
entertainment from Norm Stanley (Narana); catering support
from the Rotary Club of Highton; meat and fruit from
Safeway; and other event support from various individuals
and businesses.

August 08:

MatchWorks Work for the Dole Connection

BacLinks provided the links for MatchWorks to establish a
very successful ‘Work for the Dole’ Project - the Salvation
Army Men'’s Crisis Centre garden makeover.

Assistance to United Way with their Ford ‘Thank You’
BBQ Event

United Way held a special BBQ event as a way of thanking
Ford employees for their support of the program through
payroll donations. The event was held over 3 days and over
different shifts and locations to ensure all employees had an
opportunity to take part. The Rotary Club of Highton stepped
up to provide a team of volunteers to run the BBQs throughout
the event putting in a collective total of 60.5 hours of donated
time.




North Shore Primary School Mentoring Day

11 Shell Geelong Refinery employee volunteers spent a day
working with small groups of students from North Shore
Primary School to develop their math, reading and writing
skills.

This involved the use of a ‘Developmental Curriculum’ that
included the building of a 3-D model of the Geelong refinery.
At the end of the day the volunteers presented students with
awards for excellence in behaviour, attendance and academic
achievement at a special school assembly, as well as giving
out show bags donated by Shell.

September 08:

GMHBA/ARCSupport Helmet Sponsorship

GMHB A provided financial support so that 60 skate helmets
were able to be given away at the regional launch of the Brain
Injury Awareness Week and at regional primary and
secondary schools.

The give-away was designed to encourage children to wear
helmets when skating, scooting, rollerblading and cycling. It
aimed to increase awareness of the risk of brain injury while
skating without a helmet, and decrease the incidence of
serious, long-term brain injury in children through the
promotion of safety gear.

‘Dare to Succeed’ —

Businesses/Agencies involved: Quiksilver; MatchWorks;
Target; Barefoot Media; Radiance by Tina; Barwon Youth;
and Whitelion.

The innovative ‘Dare to Succeed’ project saw BacLinks bring
together a number of businesses to provide a unique
opportunity for 20 girls from disadvantaged backgrounds to
gain work skills, information and advice in preparation for
entering the competitive local job market.

The project was sponsored by the Quiksilver Foundation.
Staff from Quiksilver Torquay donated their time to provide
styling advice and personal mentoring to the girls and talk
through job opportunities and possibilities.

MatchWorks employees provided advice on job and interview
preparation and presentation, while Gordon TAFE Hair &
Beauty Students provided hair and make-up styling and
advice. Inspirational and motivational advice was provided by
Tina of Radiance.

Continued over page




To help raise their confidence and assist with all important
work presentation, the girls were treated to hair and

beauty makeovers and given the opportunity to select work
clothes from a range of appropriate business wear items
donated from the Quiksilver staff's own wardrobes.

The girls were also treated to show bags consisting of a
generous range of Roxy merchandise, as well as cosmetics
donated by Target Australia.

Alan Barber of Barefoot Media donated his professional time
and skills to record before and after photographs of each girl
to document their transition and provide a memento of their
experience.

Whittington Links Child Care Centre Pump Acquisition

BacLinks had previously facilitated a garden makeover at the
Whittington Links Child Care Centre. Bunnings Waurn Ponds
generously donated a pump to carry collected rainwater to the
garden so it could be maintained sustainably.

October 08:

Mt Duneed Regional Primary School Music @ the Mount
Festival support

Mt Duneed Regional PS were undertaking a festival
fundraiser and were in need of promotional and catering
support. BacLinks engaged a graphic designer to volunteer
their time to design a poster/flyer and make ready for print.
Five Rotary Club of Highton volunteers were also engaged
to run the BBQs between 10.00am and 4.00pm.

Shell - Mt Rothwell Conservation Day

Mt Rothwell is a protected area covering 1185ha near the You
Yangs and Little River Township. The Mt Rothwell
Conservation and Research Centre is charged with the
protection of a number of protected animal species that reside
in the area.

It is essential that native and indigenous plants thrive in the
area to provide essential habitat for these species.
Contributing to the ongoing maintenance of the area, 11 Shell
Refining volunteers worked for a collective 55 hours to
eradicate noxious weeds and prevent recurrence to allow
native flora species to flourish.




Barwon Health Foundation Patient Transport

Alcoa employees supported volunteers from the Barwon
Health Foundation, the charitable arm of Barwon Health, for
a day while they escorted people to and from essential
Barwon Health facilities. In addition to this support, Alcoa
presented a cheque from the Alcoa Foundation and Alcoa
staff to the Barwon Health Foundation to support the work
that the Foundation do by purchasing much needed hospital
equipment.

Barwon River Revegetation

Ongoing volunteer support is instrumental in maintaining the
Barwon River wetland areas. 42 Ford volunteers spent a day
removing weeds and planting trees especially propagated by
the Barwon Water Nursery.

The planting was vital to the survival of native flora and fauna
to provide essential food and shelter, as well as reduce
erosion of the river bank and encourage additional wildlife into
the area.

Viridian Glove donation

Around 300 pairs of slightly used, but good quality, leather
gardening gloves were donated for use in various
applications. Western Heights Secondary College were the
first to draw from this valuable pool for their environmental
works at Mt Rothwell.

Rotary Club of Highton Glastonbury BBQ

4 Rotary Club of Highton members provided a mobile BBQ
and cooking manpower at Johnsons Park for the Glastonbury
Child and Family Services ‘Women of the Night’ event.

November 08:

Rainbow Riders Social Day

4 horse-savvy Shell Refinery employee volunteers assisted a
number of young people, who attend the Rainbow Riders
Connewarre Centre, to prepare for and participate inriding
activities.

Young people referred to Rainbow Riders usually have
suffered significant disadvantage or illness. They may be
experiencing difficulties at school, have problems relating to
other people and can exhibit challenging and/or socially
inappropriate behaviour. Continued over page




By encouraging interaction between young people and
horses, the Rainbow Riders program seeks to nurture
problem-solving skills and improve the self-confidence and
social skills of disadvantaged young people. Shell's
involvement provided another dimension to this program to
broaden the young people’s experiences and assist them to
develop essential life skills.

Karingal ‘Big Night Out’ Auction Item

A traditional component of the Karingal Big Night Out is the
‘Money Can't Buy’ fundraising auction which sells off donated
items to guests. The Rotary Club of Highton donated a
voucher offering the services of 4 volunteers for 4 hours each
to carry out garden clean up works such as weeding, mowing,
trimming and general tidying.

Mt Rothwell Conservation Day

13 students and 2 staff from Western Heights Secondary
College carried out extensive weeding and pest plant control
over a 5-hour period as part of the overall environmental
maintenance of the Mt Rothwell protected area.

Rotary Club of Highton-Leukaemia Foundation BBQ

The Rotary Club of Highton generously provided a mobile
BBQ and the manpower to cook a BBQ lunch for participants
and attendees at the Belmont end of the Leukaemia
Foundation ‘Leg It’ fundraising run.

Western Heights-Karalee Social Day

15 students from Western Heights Secondary College spent
a couple of pleasurable hours at Karalee Aged Care
Residential Facility providing social support to residents. This
created a wonderful opportunity for the young and older
members of our community to come together and get to know
each other.

Ford Cottisfield Social Day

10 Ford employee volunteers spent a day engaging with a
group of significantly isolated and disadvantaged members of
our community. The day out was planned to be held at
Eastern Beach however poor weather meant it had to be
relocated to the Cottisfield facility where the volunteers
provided lunch and social support.




Coulter Roache Boardroom Chairs Donation

Coulter Roache Lawyers donated 13 boardroom chairs to
the Grovedale Community Centre to furnish their meeting
room. This room had previously been seldom used, as the
Centre’s budget did not stretch to the purchase of appropriate
chairs.

2008 Summer Workplace Big Day Out

The 13w event to be held since its inception in December
2002 was held at Adventure Park, Wallington. It saw over 300
people actively involved in some capacity including 90
employee volunteers drawn from 14 local businesses and 139
program members from Karingal, St Laurence Geelong and
Colac; Encompass and Barwon Valley.

The event was sponsored by the Alcoa Foundation, along
with additional sponsorship from MatchWorks and G-Force.
Apart from activities utilising park facilities, other activities
were provided by the Collendina Cricket Club; Victorian
Kyokushin Karate Association; the Italian Social Club and
Football Federation Victoria.

Alan Barber, Barefoot Media, attended capturing the event
highlights and magic moments. Various other volunteers
provided essential event support, including the Rotary Club
of Highton who prepared and cooked the BBQ lunch.

December 08:

Cloverdale Material Aid

With Christmas approaching, food items were collected for
distribution by the Cloverdale Baptist Community Church to
disadvantaged members of the Corio community. Businesses,
including Bendigo Bank, Sensis and MatchWorks,
responded with various donations to help the families
celebrate the season.

Corio Bay Secondary College “YPAP’ Camp Donations

20 students from Corio Bay SC ‘Young Parents Access
Program’ attended a camp aimed at socially preparing them
for their return to school. Stationary items, toiletries; breakfast
food, juice, UHT milk; and other food items such as biscuits,
sauce, pasta etc were needed to ensure the success of the
camp. Donating businesses included Baker® Delight Ocean
Grove, Bendigo Bank, Sensis and MatchWorks.




January 09:

GMHBA support for the Whittington Links Early Learning
and Family Centre

The Whittington Early Learning Centre is expanding its
programs to better cater for families in an area of
disadvantage. Sanding and lacquering of all wooden surfaces
were needed for a new children’s program to get up and
running.

A number of GMHB A employees and Geelong East Men's
Shed volunteers got together to carry out these works. The
project gave GMHB A employees an opportunity to provide
much needed support of the Centre, as well as learn firsthand
about the Men's Shed activities and goals.

The event was also supported by the City of Greater Geelong
and Glastonbury Child and Family Services.

February 09:

Alcoa — St Augustine’s Beach Day

Volunteers from the Alcoa Pt Henry Smelter joined teams of
St Augustine’s students in a range of pre-organised beach
activities at Ocean Grove. Activities included cycling,
swimming, surfing and beach games. Alcoa also provided the
student invitations and, jointly with St Augustine’s, provided
show bags for all students.

February Ongoing 08-09:

Rotary Club of Highton Membership Drive

BacLinks is involved in the ongoing development of
recruitment strategies for the Rotary Club of Highton. These
have included participation in BacLinks events such as the
Workplace Big Day Out, information dissemination and other
campaigns.

Rotary Club of Highton Junior Community Award

This community service project is designed for Grade 6
students to take part in a range of activities in community
service, social experience, physical recreation and skills
development.

BacLinks initiated the links with local schools and Grovedale
South PS is now onboard for this year with a number of other
schools showing interest for next year.




February 09:

Rotary Club of Highton RYLA Project

RYLA is a young adult’s leadership program held annually at
a week long camp. BacLinks facilitated the links to seek out
young, interested persons within the business sector to
participate.

March 09:

Alcoa—- BUPA Fishing Day

BacLinks organised for Alcoa employees to accompany
residents from BUPA Bellarine Aged Care Supported
Residential Facility for a social fishing day on the Anglesea
River. This type of project provides an important social
opportunity to interact and engage with significantly isolated
members of our community who otherwise have little
opportunity to socialise with community life outside of their
residence.

Karingal Karnival 09

BacLinks organised for a number of volunteers from the
Rotary Club of Highton to provide a fundraising BBQ at the
event, which was held in the Karingal Kardinia House
gardens. All proceeds from the BBQ were donated back to
Karingal.

April 09:

Karingal Karalee Chair Donation

Around 30 vinyl chairs were recently passed on from Karalee
Aged Care Facility to the Marshall Cricket Club to replace
the very worn and tattered seating in the clubrooms. The Club
was extremely grateful for the donation as the cost of
purchasing new chairs was prohibitive. This is a good
example of how no-longer-needed items can be of great value
to somebody else.




2009 Girls’ Big Day Out

Held on the 28w April at the Gordon Institute of TAFE, East
Geelong Campus, the third Girls’ Big Day Out saw 115 Year 9
girls from 15 local schools try out trade for a day.

BacLinks holds this event in partnership with GRVEC, the
Gordon Institute of TAFE and Smart Geelong LLEN to
address the skill shortages in the region by introducing girls to
the possibilities of a career in trade.

Activities included hands-on experience in cabinet making and
joinery; cooking; horticulture; motor mechanics; engineering;
electrical; eco footprint/resource recovery and painting.

Major event sponsors were the Alcoa Foundation, Geelong
Manufacturing Council and G-Force Apprentice Centre.
Bunnings Waurn Ponds, Hip Pocket Workwear, Quiksilver
and Handbrake Turn also supported the event.

Mentors drawn from Alcoa, G-Force and Bunnings, as well as
a number of TEC students, were on hand to pass on their
experience of the realities of working in trade.

May 09:

2009 YChef Cooking Challenge

The second annual YChef Cooking Challenge, this year
sponsored by MEGT, is up and going.

This innovative event, managed by GRVEC and BacLinks as
a partner, challenges VET in Schools Hospitality Programs in
the Geelong region to put their students’ culinary skills to the
test. The best four students from each school represent
themselves, and their school, at the final Challenge held on
the 23ra July.

Students are mentored by Award Winning Chefs from
Oakdene, Pettavel, the Black Bull, Fyansford Hotel and
Fisherman's Pier. Each chef has volunteered their time,
experience and expertise.

Leukaemia Foundation — Myer Gift Wrap Donation

The Leukaemia Foundation benefitted from the gold coin
donation proceeds from Mother's Day gifts wrapped at the
Geelong Myer store. Leukaemia Foundation volunteers
provided the labour on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday
morning of Mother's Day. Myer generously supplied the gift
wrap, trim and the customers.




2009 Winter Workplace Big Day Out

To escape the very worst of the cold weather, this year’s
Winter Workplace Big Day Out was held on the 12th May at
the Leisuretime Centre, Bell Post Hill.

Major sponsor was Powercor Australia with MatchWorks
and the TAC also providing sponsorship.

The event was supported by many businesses and
organisations, in particular, Black Dog Promotions, City of
Greater Geelong, Karingal Participate KABLE and
Volunteers, Sports & Recreation students from the Gordon
Institute of TAFE, Oberon High School students, Robyn
Jarvis, St Laurence ‘Supercat’, Tasman Meats, Costa Group,
Village Cinemas, Geelong Jukebox Rockers and the Rotary
Club of Highton.

81 employee volunteers drawn from 17 local businesses
participated, along with 92 program members from Karingal
Participate and Kommercial, Encompass and St Laurence.
Activities included: Martial Arts, Basketball, Badminton, 10 pin
bowling, soccer, netball, picnic games, play dough, dance and
ball games.

June 09:

GMHBA Rainbow Riders Social Day

A number of GMHB A employees spent a day at the Rainbow
Riders Centre on Barwon Heads Road, Connewarre, assisting
with the preparation of the day’s horse riding activities and
partnering young people from a number of agencies.

Young people referred to Rainbow Riders generally have
suffered significant disadvantage or illness and can be finding
it difficult to relate to other people.

This project provided an excellent opportunity for the GMHBA
staff to contribute in a meaningful way by supporting them as
they learn to develop their personal strengths, social and life
skills, trust and confidence.

Karingal Cloverdale Baptist Community Church
Armchair Donation

3 no-longer-needed vinyl, padded armchairs and 2 two-seater
sofas were generously handed over by Karingal to the
Cloverdale Baptist Community Church for the use of one of
the many needy families that seek support from them.

The Cloverdale Baptist Church provides emergency food
relief, clothing and furniture, counselling and support to
families in need in the northern suburbs of Geelong. Many of
these are refugees in urgent need.




Alcoa-Geelong Food Relief Centre Support

The Geelong Food Relief Centre is a not-for-profit charitable
cooperative of welfare agencies throughout Geelong with
premises in both North and South Geelong. The Centre
operates a ‘mini mart’ for the provision of emergency food for
people in need and also provides food to agencies in the
coastal areas of the region to directly give to their clients.

The Centre provides food to more than 40 people daily and,
as a result of the economic downturn, is expected to service
more than 8,000 families in Geelong during 2009.

In addition to their usual strong support of the Centre, Alcoa
has undertaken both a food collection amongst employees at
the Point Henry smelter and provided 10 employee volunteers
for a day to assist in various roles at both Geelong Centres.




